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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
10/30/07 has been entered. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Claims 38-42, 44, and 45 remain withdrawn from further consideration pursuant 
to 37 CFR 1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected species, there being no allowable 
generic or linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 
4/18/06. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 29-32, 34-37, 43, and 46-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Uehara et al. (U.S. Patent 6,1 13,131), as cited by applicant. 
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5. Regarding claims 29-32, 34-37, and 43, Uehara discloses a method of making a 
cover component 31 A (Figs. 4A, 4B, 6A, 6B, 7A, 7B) mountable to an airbag system, as 
in the present invention, the cover component having a tear line 31a, 31b that is torn 
open when an airbag of the airbag system inflates, comprising: 

providing a die having a core surface having a raised line formed on the core 
surface; 

providing a moldable material 31A; 

molding said moldable material using said die so as to form a molded material 
having a recessed line 31b corresponding to said raised line, the recessed line 
extending in a line and having a first end, a central portion with opposing sides, and a 
second end (see annotated Figs. 4A, 48 attached); 

providing a laser, and 

irradiating said molded material using said laser so as to bore a plurality of 
hollows 31a in said recessed line along the central portion in said molded material at 
intervals, and; 

wherein a bottom of the recessed line at the first or second end of the recessed 
line is molded to form a sloped surface inclined relative to a back of the cover 
component, wherein the sloped surface is inclined in a longitudinal direction of the 
recessed line; 

further comprising the step of attaching said molded material to said airbag 
system; 

wherein the tear line 31a, 31b extends in an H shape (Figs. 1A, 4A, 6A, 7A); 
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wherein the bottom of the recessed line near the first or second end of the 
recessed line is molded to form a slope about 30** to 60° inclined relative to the back of 
the cover component (see annotated Fig. 4B attached); 

wherein the recessed line decreases in depth gradually toward the first or second 
end of the tear line; 

wherein the tear line further comprises a region of reduced strength shaped so 
that the tear line is torn open in said region of reduced strength when the airbag inflates; 

wherein the region of reduced strength is deeper than other parts of the recessed 

line; 

wherein the region of reduced strength includes at least one hollow that has 
approximately the same depth as at least one hollow of another part of the recessed 
line; 

wherein the region of reduced strength comprises at least a first hollow that has a 
ceiling that is approximately equidistant to a front surface of the cover component as a 
ceiling of at least a second hollow of another part of the recessed line. 
6. Regarding claims 46-48, Uehara discloses a method of manufacturing a cover 
component 31 A as in the present invention, the cover component having a tear line 31a, 
31b that is torn open when an airbag of the airbag system inflates, comprising: 

forming a recessed line 31b at least in a part of the tear line by using a 
raised line provided on a core surface of a die when the cover component is molded, 
the recessed line extending in a line and having a first end, a central portion with 
opposing sides, and a second end (see annotated Figs. 4A, 4B attached); and 
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boring hollows 31a in the recessed line at intervals by laser processing; 

wherein a bottom of the recessed line at the first or second end of the recessed 
line is molded to form a sloped surface inclined relative to a back of the cover 
component, wherein the sloped surface is inclined in a longitudinal direction of the 
recessed line (Figs. 4A, 6A, 7A); 

wherein the tear line extends in an H shape (Figs. 1 A, 4A); 

vyherein the bottom of the recessed line near the first or second end of the 
recessed line is formed in a slope about 30° to 60° inclined relative to the back of the 
cover component (see annotated Fig. 4B attached). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 29-37, 43, and 46-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sawada et al. (U.S. Patent 5,195.773) in view of Uehara et al. (U.S. 
Patent 6,113,131), both cited by applicant. 

9. Regarding claims 29-37 and 43, Sawada discloses a method of hiaking a cover 
component 100 mountable to an airbag system, as in the present invention, the cover 
component having a tear line 2-4 that is torn open when an airbag of the airbag system 
inflates, comprising: 
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providing a die having a core surface having a raised line formed on the core 
surface; 

providing a moldable material 100; 

molding said moldable material using said die so as to form a molded material 
having a recessed line 5 corresponding to said raised line, the recessed line extending 
in a line and having a first end, a central portion 2 with opposing sides, and a second 
end (see annotated Fig. 1 attached); 

a plurality of hollows 6 in said recessed line along the central portion in said 
molded material at intervals (Figs. 2, 3); 

wherein a bottom of the recessed line at the first or second end of the recessed 
line is molded to form a sloped surface inclined relative to a back of the cover 
component, wherein the sloped surface is inclined in a longitudinal direction of the 
recessed line (see annotated Figs. 1 & 4 attached); 

further comprising the step of attaching said molded material to said airbag 
system; 

wherein the tear line 2-4 extends in an H shape (Fig. 1); 

wherein the bottom of the recessed line near the first or second end of the 
recessed line is molded to form a slope about 30"" to 60° inclined relative to the back of 
the cover component (see annotated Fig. 4 attached); 

wherein the hollows 6 extend only partially through the cover component 100; 

wherein the recessed line decreases in depth gradually toward the first or second 
end of the tear line (Fig. 4); 
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wherein the tear line further comprises a region of reduced strength shaped so 
that the tear line is torn open in said region of reduced strength when the airbag inflates; 
wherein the region of reduced strength is deeper than other parts of the recessed 

line; 

wherein the region of reduced strength includes at least one hollow 6 that has 
approximately the same depth as at least one hollow 6 of another part of the recessed 
. line; 

wherein the region of reduced strength comprises at least a first hollow that has a 
ceiling that is approximately equidistant to a front surface of the cover component as a 
ceiling of at least a second hollow of another part of the recessed line. 

But Sawada does not disclose providing a laser, and irradiating the molded 
material using the laser so as to bore the plurality of hollows in the recessed line in the 
molded material at intervals. Uehara discloses that it is known in the art to provide a 
laser, and irradiate the molded material 31 A using the laser so as to bore a plurality of 
hollows 31a in the recessed line 31b in the molded material at intervals (Figs. 4A, 4B). 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to bore the plurality of hollows in the recessed line in the molded 
material of Sawada using laser according to the teachings of Uehara, in order to 
facilitate the formation of the plurality of hollows in the recessed line in the molded 
material and to do it more economically. 
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10, Regarding claims 46-49, Sawada discloses a method of manufacturing a cover 
component 100 as in the present invention, the cover component having a tear line 2-4 
that is torn open when an airbag of the airbag system inflates, comprising: 

forming a recessed line 5 at least in a part of the tear line by using a raised line 
provided on a core surface of a die when the cover component is molded, the recessed 
line extending in a line and having a first end, a central portion 2 with opposing sides, 
and a second end (see annotated Fig. 1 attached); and 

hollows 6 in the recessed line at intervals (Figs. 2, 3); 

wherein a bottom of the recessed line at the first or second end of the recessed 
line is molded to form a sloped surface inclined relative to a back of the cover 
component, wherein the sloped surface is inclined in a longitudinal direction of the 
recessed line (see annotated Figs. 1 & 4 attached); 

wherein the tear line extends in an H shape (Fig. 1); 

wherein the bottom of the recessed line near the first or second end of the 
recessed line is formed in a slope about 30° to 60"* inclined relative to the back of the 
cover component (see annotated Fig. 4 attached); 

further comprising forming the hollows to extend only partially through the cover 
component. 

But Sawada does not disclose boring the hollows by laser processing, Uehara 
discloses that it is known in the art to bore the hollows 6 in the recessed line 5 at 
intervals by laser processing (Figs. 4A, 4B). It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to bore the hollows of 
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Sawada in the recessed line by laser processing according to the teachings of Uehara, 
in order to facilitate the formation of the hollows in the recessed line and to do it more 
economically. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 1 . Claims 50 and 51 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

12. Applicant's arguments filed 10/30/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

1 3. Applicant argues on page 7 of the Remarks, "However, the sloped surface for the 
groove 31b and tearable portion 31a of Uehara et al. inclined so that the sloped surface 
extends in a transverse direction of the recessed line, i.e., perpendicular to the recessed 
line. See Figures 4A and 4B of Uehara et al. Uehara et al. does not disclose a method 
of making a cover component mountable to an airbag system, "wherein a bottom of the 
recessed line at the first or second end of the recessed line is molded to form a sloped 
surface inclined relative to a back of the cover component, wherein the sloped surface 
is inclined in a longitudinal direction of the recessed line ... The sloped surface 
disclosed by Uehara et al. is inclined in a different direction than that recited in claims 
29 and 46 because the sloped surface of Uehara et al. extends in a direction that is 
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transverse to the recessed line. Therefore, Uehara et al. does not disclose all of the 
features of claims 29 and 46". 

Examiner disagrees. While Uehara et al. discloses a sloped surface that extends 
in a direction that is transverse, i.e., perpendicular, to the recessed line 31b 
intermediate its longitudinal ends, it can be best seen in Figs. 6A & 7A (see annotations) 
that Uehara et al. discloses a method of making a cover component mountable to an 
airbag system, "wherein a bottom of the recessed line 31b at the first or second end of 
the recessed line is molded to form a sloped surface inclined relative to a back of the 
cover component, wherein the sloped surface is inclined in a longitudinal direction of the 
recessed line". 

14. Applicant argues, "However, the sloped surface for the tear lines of Sawada et al. 
inclined so that the sloped surface extends in a transverse direction to the tear lines, 
i.e., perpendicular to the tear lines. See Figures 1 and 4 of Sawada et al. Sawada et al. 
does not disclose a method of making a cover component mountable to an airbag 
system, "wherein a bottom of the recessed line at the first or second end of the 
recessed line is molded to form a sloped surface inclined relative to a back of the cover 
component, wherein the sloped surface is inclined in a longitudinal direction of the 
recessed line." Therefore, Sawada et al. does not disclose or suggest all of the features 
of claims 29 and 46". 

Again, examiner disagrees. Examiner points out that although Figure 4 discloses 
the sloped surface extending in a transverse direction to the tear line 2, i.e., 
perpendicular to the tear line. Fig. 1 of Sawada et al. discloses a method of making a 
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cover component mountable to an airbag system, "wherein a bottom of the recessed 
line 5 at the first or second end of the recessed line is molded to form a sloped surface 
inclined relative to a back of the cover component, v\/herein the sloped surface is 
inclined in a longitudinal direction of the recessed line 5" because of tear lines 3, 4 (see 
annotated Fig, 1). 



Conclusion 

15. All claims are drawn to the same invention claimed in the application prior to the 
entry of the submission under 37 CFRI.1 14 and could have been finally rejected on the 
grounds and art of record in the next Office action if they had been entered in the 
application prior to entry under 37 CFR 1.114. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE 
FINAL even though it is a first action after the filing of a request for continued 
examination and the submission under 37 CFR 1.1 14. See MPEP § 706.07(b). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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16. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joselynn Y. Sliteris whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6675. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 
8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul N. Dickson can be reached on 571-272-6669. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Joselynn Y. Sfiferis 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3616 



JYS 
1/7/08 



RUTHIUN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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